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What will you be exhibiting in the Bonavista Biennale? Where can we find it? 
My project, titled SpaceCraft, is a solar powered kiln, handmade using traditional pottery materials 
and techniques. The kiln will be in action during the exhibition, where it will be seen firing small 
sculptures. SpaceCraft will be exhibited, appropriately, at the Union Electric Building in Port Union.

In what ways do you think living in Newfoundland and Labrador has influenced your visual art 
practice?
Making art in Newfoundland, especially rural Newfoundland, can be very difficult. There is less 
access to resources, expertise, and technology than there is in more urban or cosmopolitan centres. 
Moreover, critical art discourse, an essential element to art practice, is especially dilute. I respond to 
this by making art that is rooted in a DIY ethic, that is deliberately low- or no-tech, and for which I 
alone tend to every detail. As for discourse, I make the most of the opportunities that social media 
and travel offer to me.

Do you have any other upcoming exhibitions or publications of your work?
SpaceCraft is also being simultaneously exhibited at the Art Gallery of Burlington for their Canadian 
Craft Biennale.

Have you exhibited your work in a rural context before? In what ways does it differ from showing 
in an urban art scene? 
I have made and shown work in major metropolises, on deserted islands, and everywhere in between. 
The unique thing about the Bonavista Biennale, and the thing I am looking forward to most, is that it 
will bring a sophisticated and wide-ranging cultural discussion into a rural location.

Facilitated by Katie Butler Major & Jane Walker

The next issue of the Bonavista Biennale Artist Spotlight: will be released late August 2017

“It seems reasonable to expect that beauty will emerge from the fusion of the individual 
character and culture of the potter, with the nature of his materials. “ - Bernard Leach
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Michael Flaherty
Flaherty has lived on Newfoundland’s isolated 
Grey Islands, crisscrossed Canada and the US by 
bicycle, and inhabited abandoned communities 
in his home province, all as part of his artistic 
practice. He has taught sculpture and ceramics 
at the University of Regina, Memorial University’s 
Grenfell Campus, and NSCAD, and has exhibited 
in Canada and the U.S. A semi-finalist for the 2011 
Sobey Art Award, he was among five finalists for 
the 2013 RBC National Ceramics Award. In 2013, 
he won the Large Year Award from Visual Artists 
Newfoundland and Labrador.


